
 

 

Winscombe Contact Scheme    

“Winscombe’s Good Neighbour Scheme”  
 

 

45th Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday 11th June 2019 7.30pm 

Winscombe Cricket Club 
 

Present: There were a total of 21 people present. Of these, 7 were Committee members, 16 

were drivers. 

 

An information pack was circulated prior to the start of the meeting containing the Agenda, 

a copy of the minutes of the 2018 AGM, the 2019 Treasurer’s report and a list of the 

Committee members standing for re-election. 

 

Apologies: Lottie Enser, John Hayter, Eddie Parlour, Val Harvey, Stuart Thompson,  

Ian Pitch, Irene Theasher, Mary Humphreys-Smith, Margot Sampson, Beth Cutmore,  

Anne Norton, John Griffin, Bob Cox, Peter Butcher. 

 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

Minutes of the last AGM: Acceptance was proposed by Richard Noy , seconded by Mary 

Bendell and approved by the meeting. 

 

Chairman’s Report: 

The Chairman introduced the scheme for the benefit of attendees unfamiliar with it. 

Introduced in 1974, as a ‘ Good Neighbourliness’ scheme, it provides transport to residents of 

Winscombe for medical appointments. 

There are currently 36 drivers and we have recently recruited five of those. 

724 drives were carried out in the past year and only one drive was not able to be undertaken. 

This is down 11% on the number taken last year , 820. This may possibly be because of the 

recent use of a mobile phone, instead of a landline? 

 

Transport. 

The Chairman thanked the members of the Transport sub-committee, particularly Mary 

Bendell and Brenda Stock for their hard work and also Niel Aked for organising the Lunch 

Club rota. He also thanked Barbara Cooke , for her 45 years of driving for Contact. 

All drivers are volunteers and we need to have more drivers. The Chairman urged everyone 

present to encourage someone to join the scheme as a driver. Drivers are able to drive as and 

when they are available. They can choose to do local or longer journeys. Travel expenses are 

reimbursed.The car needs to be insured and have an MOT ( if needed) and all drivers must be 

DBS checked. 

 

Drivers this year had toured Thatcher’s Cider in November. Thatcher’s had donated £200  

towards lunch and WCS donated  a further £200 and 45 people had toured and had lunch 

there. The event for drivers for 2019 is not yet confirmed. 

 

 

 



 

 

Finance. 

The Chairman then commented on the financial report which had been circulated to those 

present. The bank balance had increased. The accounts had been audited by Elwyn James in 

Axbridge and the Chairman thanked Jill Noy for preparing the excellent accounts. 

Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Fiona Kelly and seconded by Judy Wilkinson 

before being passed by the meeting. 

 

Publicity 

The Chairman drew attention to the Winscombe Contact Scheme website , updated by Mark 

Boddy and that drives can be booked on the site. He reported that WCS had had a stall at 

both the Michaelmas and May Fairs. 

 

Neighbourliness 

As one of the WCS’s aims is to ensure that every resident has support when needed, 

the Chairman drew attention to Community Connect. Sue Badger is our Village agent and 

support can be requested on 01275 888803. Drivers should all have a request card in their 

cars to offer when needed. 

He also drew attention to the Churchill and Langford Minibus Society ( C&LMS) , which 

offers minibus trips and can be contacted by ringing Laura 01934 863679 or Jenni Pallant. 

They are short of volunteer drivers. 

He also drew attention to the Good Companion scheme which aims to eradicate social 

isolation in the community. 

 

Proposed Change to the Constitution 

 

Every three years the constitution has to be reviewed and all changes have to be ratified at an 

AGM. As WCS is not a charity it does not legally need an AGM. AGMs are manpower 

intensive to organise, for low turn outs and information can be published in a newsletter 

distributed to the whole village. It was therefore proposed that they are discontinued. A copy 

of the new constitution was circulated. Subject to addition of the word ‘health’ before 

‘services’ in clause 2b, it was proposed by Mark  Berry , seconded by Brenda Stock before 

being passed by the meeting. 

 

Election of Officers 

 

The Chairman announced that regretfully Carol Greaves was standing down from the 

committee as secretary and thanked her for all her hard work. Mary Bendell also thanked 

Carol and also Colville for their driving for the WCS. 

The list of officers standing for re-election was presented. No other offers to stand for 

election had been received. The following list was proposed by Geoff Norton and seconded 

by Carol Greaves and was duly elected. 

Position       Elected 

 

Chairman  Mike Bravery 

Transport Coordinator  Mary Bendell 

Deputy Transport Coordinator  Brenda Stock 

Treasurer  Jill Noy 

Secretary  Alison Butcher 

Publicity  Mark Boddy 

Other Main Committee Members; David Gough. Jennie Pallant, Mary Humphreys-Smith 


